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Staff Happens 
February 2020 

 

Happenings in a nutshell 

Our next Staff Senate meeting agenda will include an opportunity to provide input to UIT for 
technology on campus and former Dean, Denny Elbert, will present on Leadership Styles 
Inventory. 

"Like/Follow" our Facebook Page - to gain access of useful information for UND staff!  

USHINE Winners: 

• November: AMY SENGER from the International Center 
• December: KIMBERLY MYRUM from Chemistry 
• January: PAUL BRUGGEMAN from Supply! 
February 7, Special Denim Day proceeds will help support the Red River Valley Habitat for 
Humanity 

February 12 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Staff Senate Meeting in Nursing 210. Denny Elbert 
will be our guest speaker for our Mini Leadership Series. 

February 20 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. GGFYP Lunch & Learn: Working Effectively with 
the Media, at Bremer Bank. 

February 20 from 4:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Business After Hours hosted by Altru Performance 
Center (1375 South Columbia Road). 

February 21 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. UND Staff Takeover. All UND staff are invited to 
takeover Red Ray Lanes (2105 S. Washington). RSVP to start bowling at 4:30 or just come 
over for socializing.  

March 11 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Staff Senate Meeting in Nursing 210. 
Bubba Schweigert will be our guest speaker for our Mini Leadership Series. 
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UND Staff Senate President Update  
Whitney Maine 

During our upcoming Staff Senate meeting, we will have the opportunity to provide input to UIT 
for campus technology. You do NOT have to be a tech expert- we want to hear from the staff 
who use our campus computers, conference rooms, and classrooms everyday and have 
questions and suggestions for making our experience on campus with technology better. 
Former Dean Denny Elbert will also be guest speaking to us on Leadership Styles. All Staff 
Senate meetings are open to the public. Please join us! 

February 3-7 is Counselor Appreciation Week. Let's thank our University Counseling Center 
staff! We appreciate Tom, Shellie, Laci, Rhandi, Craig, Amanda, Kristi, Jodi, Jessica, Carolyn, 
Lora, and Taylor. 

 

Senators 
A full listing of all 2019-2020 Senators and the Staff Senate Executive Committee are 
posted on our website. 

 

 

UShine Award Winners for November, December 
and January 
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UND Staff Senate is pleased to announce that the November 2019 UShine Award recipient is AMY 
SENGER, the Assistant Director of the International Center for UND. She was nominated by Sherry 
Lawdermilt, whose nomination stated: 

"I am currently pursuing my doctorate in Higher Education and several individuals from my cohort get 
together one weekend a month to work on our research and dissertations.  One of these individuals 
lives in Winnipeg.  This student came down on a Friday evening in anticipation of our Saturday 
morning meeting time.  Unfortunately, she had a difficult time at the border.  The border guard told 
her that there was an issue with her paperwork, and it took her over an hour and a half to get 
cleared.  The student needs to come back to UND for her proposal in a few weeks and was very 
concerned that she would have difficult crossing the border for the meeting.  She sent an email to 
Amy on Saturday afternoon to let her know about the issue.  She received a response from Amy on 
Sunday morning saying that Amy had looked into the issue ad had already resubmitted the student's 
paperwork.  Amy went on to say that she would be monitoring the process to make sure everything 
was in order.  The student was relieved, and she and I were both amazed at the fact that Amy did all 
of this on a weekend.  To me, Amy going above and beyond like this for a student makes her a 
perfect example of the type of person the UShine award is intended for." 

 

UND Staff Senate is pleased to announce that the December 2019 UShine Award recipient 
is KIMBERLY MYRUM, the Administrative Assistant for the Chemistry Department at UND. She was 
nominated by Irina Smoliakova & Alena Kubatova, whose nominations stated: 

"Irina - I would like to nominate Ms. Kimberly Myrum for the UShine award. She has been a staff 
member of the Chemistry Department since January 2001. She is an incredibly nice and patient 
person, who is friendly to faculty and staff members, graduate and undergraduate students. She does 
an enormous volume of work. Recently, when another staff member resigned, her workload was 
doubled, and she had to come to work on weekends." 

"Alena - I have started as a new chair in July and Kim in her position few months ahead of me. Yet, 
Kim was able to provide  her support throughout the summer without a hiccup even though we have 
lost second administrative assistant. In summer we have a challenge of hiring a number  summer 
research students and need to coordinate also teaching of many laboratory sections. As a new chair I 
had to focus on other areas and so Kim handled this all on her own and with lack of personnel and 
other duties this was quite demanding. Still, Kim was always positive and kind - to everyone: students 
and faculty alike. Kim is the administrative assistant  - dream comes true!" 



 

UND Staff Senate is pleased to announce that the January 2020 UShine Award recipient is PAUL 
BRUGGEMAN, the Store Keeper for the Supply Department at UND. He was nominated by Scott 
MacMillan, whose nomination stated: 

"Paul is always willing to help the many trades with their special needs. From electrical, plumbing, 
carpentry, custodial, etc. Paul is very aware of detail and has reasons for why things must be done a 
certain way and how to  do them to comply with UND standards. From PRQ's to PO#s . He is a good 
co worker to those around him and is always willing to lend a hand or give advise to those who might 
not understand the process. Paul is always willing to listen and teach people how to perform tasks 
safely per UND guidelines. Paul knows where just about every part is located in Supply which is very 
helpful to all who come to the Supply counter. Paul is caring and takes the time to listen to all details if 
something is needed that Supply may not have on hand and orders the supplies promptly. He is quiet 
and reserved. He works with the student helpers and they appreciate his guidance. This is why I 
nominate Paul Bruggeman for the UShine award!" 

We agree! ALL of you SHINE! 

Each UShine award winner receives a certificate during a surprise presentation with fellow co-
workers recognizing their effort and a one-time $50 bonus added to their next paycheck! 

Notice and nominate one of your outstanding coworkers for the UShine Award at any time! We are 
in need of nominations again! 
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Staff Senate Facebook Page 
Please encourage your coworkers to like and follow the UND Staff Senate Facebook page. 
The goal for our Facebook page is to be a useful communication tool and to provide a fun 
environment for all UND employees. The more we interact with the page, the more fun we can 
have! 

Did you know Tuesdays! Do you know about all of the cool things you can have access to??  

 

 

February 

 

SPECIAL DENIM SPIRIT DAY 

February 7, Special Denim Day proceeds will help 
support Red River Valley Habitat for Humanity.  Red 
Valley Habitat for Humanity provides affordable 
housing to low-income community members.  The 
money from this special denim day will be used 
towards building materials, plumbers, electrician, and 
other costs for building a house. 

 Be comfortable and wear denim and/or UND colors 
to show your spirit. Give what you can to your Denim 

Day site coordinator or send your donation directly to Jade Gourneau, Twamley Hall Room 204 
(location change), Stop 7155. Your contributions help this organization, which has a great 
impact on our community and others. Even if you wear denim every day, please consider 
donating a dollar for this event. 
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Please make checks payable to “Denim Day,” mark "February 7th Special Denim Day” on the 
envelope, and send to Twamley Hall no later than February 14th. 

You can start payroll deduction for Denim Spirit Day anytime by filling out a simple 
form. Participation costs just a few dollars a month, and the money collected goes toward great 
causes! 

 

STAFF SENATE MEETING 

February 12 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
Nursing 210. These meetings are open for anyone to 
attend. Meetings and agendas are found here. We 
will have a guest speaker for the first half 
hour, Denny Elbert, who will be presenting on 
“Leadership Styles Inventory” for our Mini Leadership 
Series. 

 

UND STAFF TAKEOVER - BOWL OR 
NETWORK 

February 21 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. all UND 
staff are invited to takeover Red Ray Lanes (2105 
South Washington). Get your 3-person team ready to 
bowl! Power Round from 4:30-5:30pm sharp to 
qualify for the playoffs from 5:30-6:30pm! Prizes for 
best dressed team and most UND spirit! Staff Senate 
will pay for your bowling! 

If you are interested in taking a spot to bowl, please 
RSVP as soon as possible, as there are limited spots. All are welcome to attend to socialize 
without bowling.  

 

GGFYP LUNCH & LEARN: WORKING 
EFFECTIVELY WITH THE MEDIA 

February 20 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
Bremer Bank (3100 South Columbia Road). Check 
out the group's website or Facebook page for 
updates with topic and location. Greater Grand Forks 
Young Professionals Lunch & Learn is organized by 
its Professional Development Committee and hosted 
monthly at locations around Grand Forks. This event 
is free to members but requires a small fee to non-
members. 
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THE CHAMBER BUSINESS AFTER 
HOURS 

February 20 from 4:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. hosted by 
Altru Performance Center (1375 South Columbia 
Road). Since all UND employees are Chamber 
members, the Business After Hours event is FREE, 
fun, and great for networking! "Business After 
Hours takes place monthly at various member 
businesses. It is one of the largest Chamber 
networking events, with an average attendance of 
250 Chamber members."  

 

March 

 

STAFF SENATE MEETING 
March 11 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Nursing 
210. These meetings are open for anyone to attend. 
Meetings and agendas are found here. We will have 
a guest speaker for the first half hour, Bubba 
Schweigert, who will be presenting on “Leadership & 
Team Building” for our Mini Leadership Series. 

 

 

Community Relations  
June Novacek & Kari Holter, Co-Chairs 

Thank you for all of your donations! In 2019 UND Denim Spirit Days & Special Denim Spirit 
Days donated $10,463 to 22 nonprofits.  Your donations make a great impact on all these 
organizations! 

Want to save yourself the hassle of trying to remember if you paid every Friday or forgot your 
dollar?  Sign up for payroll deduction and follow the instructions.  
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Engagement 
Laura Vatnsdal & Melissa Casanova, Co-Chairs 

Get your 3-person team ready to bowl! 

Friday, February 21st at Red Ray Lanes! Power Round from 4:30-5:30pm sharp to qualify for 
the playoffs from 5:30-6:30pm! Prizes for best dressed team and most UND spirit!  Staff Senate 
will pay for your bowling! An RSVP is a must for this event! Check out the flyer for more 
information. 
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Legislative 
Tyler O'Hara, Chair 

After receiving excellent feedback from all of our colleagues across campus, the Legislative 
Affairs Committee now has many topics to begin our initial research phase, including among 
others; sick leave for dependent family members, flexible holiday vacation, tuition discounts for 
all NDUS schools, and increased paternity/maternity leave. We continue to want to know what 
you want us to work on! What issues should we address as a group and with University 
Administration? Let us know anonymously through the Staff Senate suggestion box, via paper 
suggestions in Staff Senate meetings, or via email to UND.staffsenate@UND.edu. 

Public Relations  
Christina Mead, Chair 

Help get us to 1000!! "Like" and "Follow" our UND Staff Senate Facebook page and sign up 
for Staff Chat emails! Our Staff Senate website is packed with resources and everyone is also 
welcome to be at the Staff Senate meetings. 

Staff & Professional Development 
Jade Gourneau, Chair 

A huge thank you to Associate Dean of Students, Dr. Cassie Gerhardt, for speaking about 
Leadership at our last Staff Senate meeting!  

Mini Leadership Series speakers coming up 

February 12 – Denny Elbert – “Leadership Styles Inventory” 

March 11 – Bubba Schweigert – “Leadership & Team Building” 

The Mini Leadership Series happen the first half hour of our Staff Senate meeting. All are 
welcome to attend. 

Staff Recognition 
Andria Spaeth & Jennifer Lunde, Co-Chairs 

The UShine Award is presented monthly to a UND staff member who went above and beyond, 
with an annual award chosen each May! 

UND faculty, staff, students and public are encouraged to nominate and recognize a UND Staff 
member who did something special or extraordinary to assist a colleague, supervisor, student 
or family. 
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Mission & Vision 

Mission: 

To advocate for staff by supporting engagement, development, and recognition through shared 
governance and collaboration. 

Vision: 

To be the roots for all UND staff. 

 

Suggestion Box 
Staff Senate welcomes questions and ideas. Please click on the 
Suggestion Box to submit a suggestion or to read previous questions 
with answers! 
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